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Masculinity studies within the Nordic region are often

regarded by those outside the research community as focusing

on what can be regarded as “soft” areas of men’s lives;

areas such as fatherhood, relationships, emotions or social

maladjustment and exclusion. There is some truth in this.

Men’s private lives, “new fathers” and male “misfits” have

been particular topics of research interest. However, as those

familiar with the field know, issues of men’s power and ideal

“hegemonic” masculinities, social norms at the very core of

our society, have been crucial concerns within Nordic research

throughout the 1990’s and 2000’s. Men’s power and

networks within public and semipublic organizations such

as the police corps, the medical service, large business corporations

or fraternal organizations have been under special

scrutiny.

Yet one linchpin of male power and traditional masculinities

not to mention one of the most classic “hard areas” of

mainstream social and political science, has been somewhat

overlooked within Nordic masculinity studies. That area is

the military sphere of armed forces, security policy and war.

Too male to be of interest for most early women’s studies

scholars, too obvious in its apparent adherence to square

traditional masculinity to attract most early masculinity studies

researchers, the military sphere and its complex and

manifold relationships to civilian society has not been

among the hotspots of gender studies. That is, not until relatively

recently.

The once gaping chasm, both in terms of politics and theory

of science, between women’s studies and those sciences

traditionally concerned with military matters has slowly

become narrower over the past two decades. This has to do

with a generational shift within fields like history and international

relations, as younger researchers with more enthusiasm

over gender as “a useful category of analysis” than

their elders have entered academia. It has also to do with the rapid and drastic changes

within the military sector since the end of the Cold War.

Instead of world peace and the all-too-soon predicted “end of history”, the postmodern

globalizing world of the 21st century brought with it new and unexpected kinds

of wars and military conflicts, as well as new ways of organizing and legitimizing military

operations. As a result, the militaries in the Nordic countries are not what they used to

be, nor are their interactions with civilian society and the gender order. Women have

entered the service, the principle of universal male conscription is under fire, and the

strong Nordic peacekeeping tradition is challenged by new forms of international military

co-operation. There are growing concerns among the general public over the risks of

sending one’s own soldiers to conflict zones around the world. The privatization of military

services, clearly visible in the close yet problematic relationship between the United

States armed forces and private military companies, also affects the Nordic countries, due

to their alliance or co-operation with NATO.

These changes have naturally drawn the attention of scholars, and in the last few years

there has been a significant increase of gender research into the military sphere and civilmilitary

relations in the Nordic countries. In this special issue of Norma, some of the ongoing

research has been brought together to give the readers a notion of what is currently

being done in this area. Its articles span from the Nordic countries to the United Kingdom,

Yugoslavia, Somalia and Timor Leste, and they cover a time range from the First

World War to our days. The reader will meet conscientious objectors, traumatized war

veterans, peacekeepers, vain mercenaries and servicewomen looking for extreme experiences.

Yet a recurring theme throughout the issue is how a focus on masculinities and

men as gendered beings can open up new perspectives on armed conflicts and militaries.

Finally, all the articles also inquire – in one way or another – how an analysis of the military

sphere can deepen our understanding of men’s experiences, practices and power, the

ways they affect women and children, as well as the shaping of masculinities in past, present

and future.
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Men, Militaries and Civilian Societies in Interaction

Abstract

This article introduces new approaches to gendered civil-military relations. It starts

with the identification of three currents in contemporary research on men, militaries

and civilian societies: war and militaries have for a long time been analyzed both

within studies on men and masculinities and in Feminist International Relations.

New Military History, involving social and cultural histories of war, has refocused the

interest of military history towards gender and civil-military junctions. They do not,

however, tend to theorise and conceptualise civil-military relations on the macro

level of political and democratic processes, decision-making and security policies.

This is done in the realm of more traditional political science and civil-military

relations theory. This article proposes a combination of the analysis of men and

masculinities with civil-military relations theory. It presents a brief outline of civilmilitary

relation theory and discusses the current state of theory in the context of

some contemporary developments of security and defence systems in the Nordic

countries (international military operations, conscription and outsourcing). The

article ends with five suggestions for future directions in studying men, militaries and

civilian societies; (i) an increase of the attention given to the experiences of men in

and around war and militaries, (ii) a need for re-analysis of data and studies that have

dealt with men without comprehending them as gendered beings, (iii) re-focusing

attention towards gendered militarised encounters in the different contexts of

conflicts and crises, (iv) highlighting the gendering of military points of the gendered

nature of violence, (v) an analysis of men and civil-military encounters in the context

of the gender system should examine the construction of masculinities outside and

resistant to the man-soldier-military-war tangle.
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Lee Jones

‘The Others’: Gender and Conscientious Objection in the First

World War

Abstract

In a time when ‘if one was born a male, one became a soldier’, what does it mean to

be a man who refuses to fight? This article uses Connell’s framework of ‘hegemonic

masculinity’ to locate conscientious objectors’ male identities as a suppressed,

subaltern manliness that deviated from the dominant norm of martial masculinity.

It argues that despite rejecting many aspects of this norm, objectors nonetheless

articulated their counter-hegemonic struggle in starkly militarised language,

presenting themselves as heroes sacrificing their lives for the greater good. It

suggests that in order to understand, rather than merely judge, this strategy, it is

important to see masculinity not as a completely discrete field of struggle, but as

one of many mutually constitutive structuring principles underpinning a social

order that is arranged not merely along patriarchal lines, but along lines of nation

and class. In turn, these other principles impose limits on the nature of and

possibilities for counter-hegemonic struggle.
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Anders Ahlbäck and Ville Kivimäki

Masculinities at War: Finland 1918–1950

Abstract

This article analyzes historical continuities and changes in the relationship between

men and the military in Finland’s history in the first half of the 20th century, by

combining perspectives from studies on men with new military history. The focus

is on four intertwined aspects of military masculinities: ideology, corporeality,

social practices and subjective experiences. This article argues that an inter-war

hegemonic ideology of “military manliness” and its reformulation in frontline

masculinity during World War II profoundly shaped Finnish concepts of

masculinity and national self-image. The hegemony of this ideology had its limits,

however, and in a long, conflict-ridden encounter with male bodies, homosocial

practices and men’s experiences, it had to transform and adapt to the realities of the

barracks and the frontline. The core of military manliness was the male citizen’s

duty to prepare for war, defend the nation state and die for it. When this was

sufficiently embedded in everyday practices and mindsets, the ideology itself

became almost invisible. Through the heritage of frontline masculinity, the politics

of the male body in the conscription army, and “the Myth of War Experience” in

post-1944 Finland, many values of pre-war military manliness were distilled into

characteristics defining “Finnish manliness” up to this day.
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Henri Myrttinen

Striking Poses – Notes on the Performances of Violent Masculinities

in Conflict Situations

Abstract

This article explores the issue of how masculinities are being ‘performed’ in conflict

situations, how they are imagined and manifested and what impacts they have and

are thought to have by their performers. It examines the various elements which

flow into these performances, be it uniforms, weaponry or posturing, and how

these are dependent on the socio-cultural and historical setting of the conflict.

Furthermore, the various messages sent out by these performances are analysed

and contrasted with the impact they have on their ’audiences.’

The article draws both on literature on the topic as well as on field experiences

of the author in various conflict and post-conflict settings.
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Victoria Basham

Everyday Gendered Experiences and the Discursive Construction

of Civilian and Military Identities in Britain

Abstract
Though the idea of a civil-military gap has long been privileged by military officials

and many scholars of armed forces, dividing ‘civilian’ from ‘military’ has important

implications for the negotiation of identities within the armed forces. By drawing

on research with members of the British military on social diversity in their

organisation, this paper examines how hegemonic military masculinities are

reinforced by the division of military and civilian. It explores how gendered and

sexual assumptions about ‘the soldier’ in the military, and wider society, continue

to shape the war system and limit the participation of ‘less-traditional’ recruits in

the modern armed forces. Gendered constructions of soldiering can facilitate

conditions in which the commitment, motivations and contributions of women

and sexual minorities, in particular, are more likely to be questioned than those of

the (presumed) heterosexual servicemen who dominate the armed forces

statistically and culturally. Nonetheless, the article concludes that the experiences

of military personnel, who struggle to be recognised on their own terms, can

displace the notion of the hegemonic heterosexual male soldier. As a result, the

uncritical reproduction of unequal gendered relations, within the military and also

wider society, can also be disrupted.
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Torunn Laugen Haaland

Invisible women and friendly war-fighters: Perceptions of gender

and masculinities in the Norwegian armed forces

Abstract

Taking the Norwegian Armed Forces as a case study, this article examines how

perceptions of gender and masculinities are expressed in internal documents

produced by military forces deployed abroad as well as in the military bureaucracy

at home during the 1990s. One main finding is that women are largely invisible in

these documents. This is true for both female participants in the Norwegian units

as well as the local women in the deployment area. Assessments of the gendered

consequences of operations are completely lacking. Another significant finding was

that aggressiveness was hardly ever mentioned as an important quality among

Norwegian military personnel abroad. The most valued qualities of a good soldier

were rather endurance, a good sense of humour and personal initiative. However,

the forces had a clear image of themselves as militaries, and their main priority was

to maintain their warfighting skills. Expressions of racism, misogyny and

homophobia were rare, which at least suggests that these are values are not

encouraged, or condoned, in military training in Norway.
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